Submittal, review and publication of articles 
1. Procedure for submitting articles
1.1. List of documents and materials provided to RFCFS of the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation for publication in the journal:  
accompanying letter of organization, institution,

information about authors,

author's original text of the article,

electronic copy of the author's original text. 
1.2. An accompanying letter shall contain the request for publication of the specified article of a particular author and shall be signed in accordance with the established procedure of this organization. If authors are from different organizations, the accompanying letter can be sent from any organization where one of the authors work. 
1.3. Information about the authors shall be signed by each author and shall contain the following information: name, surname, patronymic of the author; academic rank, academic degree; title and sphere of professional interests; place of work (name of institution or organization, residential address, postal address and telephone). 

1.4. Requirements to the author's original text of the article. 
1.4.1. General requirements. The author's original text of the article, including illustrations, shall be signed by each author on each page with indicating the date, signature and number of a page. A title page shall contain the total number of pages and number of illustrations. The author shall indicate to the left field the numbers of illustrations and tables against the space where these elements should be placed. Two copies of the author’s original text, printing on one side of the A4 paper (210 х 297 mm) and one copy of the author’s original text in electronic format (compact disk) shall be submitted to the publishing house.
1.4.2. Requirements to the text part of the author's original text. The text part of the author's original text shall include: 
title page of the article (with specifying the name of the article, surname, name, patronymic of the author(s); title, academic degree, academic rank, sphere of scientific and expert interests);

main text of the article with headings, tables, formulas, etc.;

informational texts and additional texts (links, comments, notes, annexes);
bibliographic lists (references) shall be made in the order mentioned in the text;

abstract, keywords (in Russian and in English);

image-related texts.

The text of the author's original text shall be made in subject with the following conditions: text editor Мicrosoft Word, Тimes New Roman font, font size -14, 1.5 line spacing, margins: left – 3.0 cm, right – 1.5 cm, upper – 2.0 cm, bottom – 2.0 cm.

Footnotes and remarks are allowed. 
The text volume is up to 10 pages. 
Number of illustrations, including in color is up to 3. Using more illustrations shall be agreed with the editors. 
Tables shall be identified by an Arabic numeral. 
Formulas shall be made with the use of a built-in formula editor MS Word.

References to the bibliographic resources shall be made in the form of article's bibliographic lists in accordance with GOST 7.1.–2000 “Bibliographic record”. GOST 7.12–93 “Bibliographic record. Abbreviations in Russian”, GOST 7.80–2000 “Bibliographic record. Heading. General requirement and rules of composition”, GOST 7.82–2001 “Bibliographic record. Bibliographic description of electronic resources. General requirements and rules of composition.” 
Text information shall be submitted on the disk in RTF format. 
1.4.3. Requirements to the author's original illustrations: Illustrations shall be numbered in a sequence, corresponding to their mention in the text and with numbers they are connected to the image-related texts. On the reverse page of each illustration such information as the author's name, title of the article and the illustration number shall be specified. Symbols, terms, position, sizes, etc. on the illustration shall comply with their mention in the text and in the image-related texts. On the reverse side of illustrations, there shall be clearly specified "up" or "down". It is not allowed to stick illustrations to the substrate, to glue the sheets with numbers, signatures, etc. Copies of photographs (scanned and printed, copied using multiplying equipment, etc.) are not accepted.

Illustrations shall be also mandatory presented in electronic form. Each illustration shall be presented in a separate file in the formats jpg, tif, with a resolution of ≥ 600 dpi. Illustrations can be either black and white or color.

If copyrights on illustration do not belong to the author of the article or organization that provides the article, then the illustration shall be accompanied with the permission from the owner of such rights.

2. Review procedure 

2.1. All incoming special scientific articles shall be sent for review to the specialized laboratories of RFCFS of the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation. Reviewers are appointed amongst the laboratory workers who are certified by recognized experts in their field and have forensic publications within the last 3 years.

2.2. Scientific articles on general issues shall be sent for review by the Deputy Director, Scientific Secretary of RFCFS of the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation.

2.3. Reviews are stored in the archive department of organizational, legal and information support of RFCFS of the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation within the five years.

3. Publication of articles 
3.1. In case of a positive review, the article shall be included in the journal issue preparation schedule. The author shall be informed about the issue of the journal in which the article will be published.

3.2. In case of a negative review, the author shall be provided with the motivated refusal from the editorial office.

3.3. If the editorial office receives a request from the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation, the editorial office shall sent the copies of reviews.
